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1. What significant issues, concerns or matters is your state experiencing that the GHSA Executive 
Board should know about? 

a. Alaska:  None at this time. 
 

b. Idaho: None at this time. 
 

c. Montana: 
Montana is in the response stage to the draft report for the 2020 to 2022 Management 

Review (MR). They received more recommendations on this MR than any other since 2012. 

Many of the recommendations would require Montana to revamp processes that involve 

other partners and plans. Recommendations were made about the following items: 

• Application solicitation and award process. 

• Area specific problem ID. Currently Montana’s process is for data analyst, 
information, and trends are contained within the state strategic highway safety 
plan. 

• Contracting with agencies over multiple years – even though these city, county, 
tribal and state partners are the core of our impaired driving and occupant 
protection programs. 
 

Montana is still deciding what to consider and is struggling to find the benefit versus cost to 

implement. 

d. Oregon: Oregon elected a new Governor, Tina Kotek. They are anticipating 
transition/changes to the executive branch personnel and policies. 
 

Oregon is #1 for poly-drug/alcohol crashes and large homeless populations. Since the 

passage of Ballot Measure 110 in 2020, the consequences of being caught possessing a 

single use dosage of any controlled substance are either a $100 fine, or an option to go into 

treatment. So far only less than 5% have opted for treatment. 

e. Washington: Preliminary data shows Traffic enforcement citations in Washington have 
continued to decline. Many law enforcement agencies have big vacancies and are finding it 
hard to recruit. Some law enforcement officers in Washington tell us that recent changes to 
vehicle pursuits laws are resulting in many vehicles refusing to stop for flashing lights 



making traffic enforcement difficult. The chart below compares decreased traffic 
enforcement and increased traffic deaths. Certainly, there are more factors than 
enforcement within Washington raising traffic death numbers, but the correlation is 
interesting. 

 

Comparing Fatalities and Traffic Citation Trends in Washington State 

 

 

2. How can GHSA and/or the GHSA Executive Board help you? 
a. Alaska: NHTSA Regional office expected HSO to meet in person at region representative’s 

convenience without checking in to see if the date would work for GR and grantees. This led 
to schedule disruption and canceled vacation time. 
 

b. Idaho: HSO is being tasked with an FHWA-required Vulnerable Road User Assessment, 
which is due in Nov. 2023, and it must be included in the SHSP.  Are any other SHOs taking 
the lead on their state VRU assessments? 
 

c. Montana: Keep the information coming about the FFY24 3 year plan and application 
process.  Update guides as relevant 
 

d. Oregon: We are all looking forward to the upcoming webinars and training that GHSA will 
provide to the states on implementation of BIL/IIJA. Specifically, guidance for states will be 
most beneficial on planning and managing triennial HSP’s (and funds); guidelines on how to 



utilize NHTSA funds for straight time law enforcement per regulation. Continuing to offer 
the CSI program to states is appreciated!  The lobbying and networking that GHSA does on 
the Hill is also invaluable. There may be a potential need for more TSI training 
opportunities/frequency of offerings—Can GHSA make recommendations there? 
 

e. Washington: Thanks for developing the piloting a speed program checklist! Something like 
this for rural roads and/or EMS might be helpful, too. 

 

3. Has your SHSO experienced any changes in the positions of GR or director in the last quarter? 
a. Alaska: Alaska Highway Safety Office has been transferred to Department of Transportation 

and Public Facilities. However, the GR and Director remain the same. 
 

b. Idaho: New ID HSO Manager, Josephine Middleton 
 

c. Montana: no 
 

d. Oregon: No. Our GR, Amy Joyce, DMV Administrator, has been the GR since 
July 1, 2021, and attended the Executive Seminar. 
 

e. Washington: no 
 

4. Has your state experienced any relevant changes to major state highway safety laws in the last 
quarter? 

a. Alaska: No 
 

b. Idaho: No 
 

c. Montana: No 
 

d. Oregon: No, but our full Legislative Session begins Feb 2023 (biennial), and 
several bills related to: 

i. Impaired driving statutes: 0.05 BAC; any impairing substance; open container to 

include marijuana; and changing Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) to use “crash” 

instead of “accidents”. 

ii.  DUII Diversion: “Clarifies DUII Diversion provisions such that use of potentially 

intoxicating medications during the period of diversion is limited to substances that 

are approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration.” 

iii. Motorcycles: Allowing lane splitting. (This comes up every Session.) 

 

e. Washington: No, however, upcoming legislative session will include discussions on lowering 
the BAC limit to .05, driver’s education scholarship program, and new authority to use traffic 
safety cameras in work zones. 

 


